
Canberra Royal Show Hoof and Hook Competition 2009 
Purebred Square Meater Steer wins the Heavy Domestic Carcase Class 

 
The Canberra Royal Show Hoof and Hook Competition was held on Thursday with 
the carcases judged on Saturday of the Show. The competition is for Schools and 
Open exhibitors, purebred or crossbred steers and heifers. 
Three Square Meaters steers were exhibited, two presented by Braidwood High 
School and bred by Rainbow Stud at Braidwood. The other steer was bred and 
exhibited by Mabelie Stud at Narromine. All three steers exhibited excellent 
muscling, good weight for age and perfect fat cover. 
 

 
 
The Mabelie Steer (by Brinsley Alchemy) was awarded 3rd on the hoof in the medium 
domestic class (341kg-440kg) in a strong field of 20 competitors. The steer weighed 
in at 383kg at nearly 11 months of age and went on to achieve the third best price of 
the auction at $2.96/kg live weight. Unfortunately he cut dark in the carcase 
competition but still managed full points for fat cover over the rib and rump, dressed 
out at 60.6% and had an EMA of 81cm. A point of interest is that this steer had gained 
40kg in the 14 days leading up to the show, giving him a daily weight gain of 2.8kg. 
 

 
 
 
 



The Two Steers exhibited by Braidwood High and Rainbow (by Mandalong Rambo 
and Rainbow Yucatan), were both in the Heavy Domestic class (441kg- 500kg). Both 
steers were 16 months of age and were chosen into the final line-up in the hoof class 
and the larger of the two receiving 4th place, quite a feat considering they weighed 
443kg and 465kg respectively, and the former in the heavier class by only 4kg.  Both 
auctioned extremely well receiving $2.38/kg and $2.32/kg well above the average 
prices. 
 

 

The smaller steer (by Mandalong Rambo) went on to win the heavy domestic carcase 
competition and the larger steer placed 9th.  The winner (445kg live weight) scored an 
excellent 89 points to win, he dressed out at 59.3%, had an EMA of 89cm and perfect 
scores for fat cover on both rib and rump.  The steer in  9th  place  scored  85 points 
with very good carcase attributes, he dressed out at 62.7%, received a B+ muscle 
score, had perfect fat on the rump and good score for rib fat and an EMA of 104cm. 
 

 
 
Congratulations to all the breeders and exhibitors and hope to see more Square and 
Square Cross Steers next year! 
 
For the record Brisbane Water High won Champion on the Hoof and St Johns College 
Dubbo took out the Champion Carcase Award. 

 
   


